
����  Tripod Setup Instructions 
How to set up a level tripod with a plumb mast quickly and easily. 

 
 

1. Find your tripod location by using your compass to look for a clear view 
in the direction of your magnetic azimuth. Make a mental note of a land-
mark, preferably on the horizon, that will be your approximate aiming 
point for your azimuth. (Figure A ) 

2. Stand the tripod in front of you. Attach the offset adapter if it is not al-
ready attached. (Figure B )  

3. Loosen all leg clamps and release any straps that might by holding the 
legs together. (Figure C )  

4. Extend the top section of the tripod until the legs are all fully extended. 
(Figure D )   

5. Close the cam locks to keep the legs extended. (Figure E )  
6. Remembering approximately which direction your azimuth is, take two legs, 

one in each hand, and spread them to a point where the tripod head is approxi-
mately 5’ from the ground. One of the legs should be pointing in the direction of 
your azimuth when you set the legs down. Reposition if necessary. (Figure F ) 
NOTE: We will refer to the leg pointing towards the azimuth direction as the 
“Front Leg”. The other two legs are the “Rear Legs”. 

 
Text and figures continue on second page... 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure A 

Assumptions:   
1. You’re setting up on soil or turf surface. 
2. You have a tripod with an offset adapter that pivots at the top center of the tripod. 
3. You have already obtained your aiming parameters for your location (Magnetic azimuth, 

elevation, and skew). 
 
Tools needed :  
1. Magnetic compass, preferably a baseplate model. 
2. A bubble Level. Preferably a surface type “T” level (pictured in instructions), but a bulls 

eye level can be used in the same manner. Alternately, a torpedo level held against the 
mast can be used, but will be far more labor intensive. 
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7. Set the two rear legs by jumping on the foot pads. Use your weight and set 
these two feet well. (Figure G )  
8. Using your orange T level or a bulls eye level on the flat part of the offset 
adapter (Figure H ), raise the front leg off the ground, holding it as shown 
(Figure I ). 
9. Use the leg, still off the ground, to level the tripod side-to-side by mov-
ing the lower part of the leg from side to side. (Figure J ) Once level in that 
plane, set the front leg so that the level reads slightly high towards the front 
leg.  
10. Then set the front leg as you did the rear legs (Figure G ). 
11. Holding the tripod head, open the cam lock lever on the front leg and 
level the front-to-rear plane by adjusting the length of the front leg. You 
may have to keep a foot on the foot pad to keep the front tripod foot from 
coming loose from its set position in the ground. When level, clamp the 
cam lock lever. You can increase the load carrying capability of the tripod 
now by tightening the screw clamps on each leg. 
 
NOTE: For the most stable and wind-proof setup, it is highly recommended 
that you add ballast at this time. (Figure K ). 
 
Your tripod should now be level and ready to accept the dish. If you have a 
quality offset adapter like the ones sold by SMSN dealers 
(http://www.smsndealers.com), you can be confident that your mast is 
plumb when the tripod is level. 
 

A well-set tripod will be naturally stable. 
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Figure K 


